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CLAW was recently graced by a visit from Emma Milne, British 
Celebrity TV Vet (BBC series Vets in Practice), as part of her 
commitment to IFAW (www.ifaw.org) to raise the profile of their 
CLAW projects in South Africa, and in a bid to encourage more UK 
Vets to volunteer their time to these worthy endeavours. 

 
Emma Milne with Lady Grey (from www.emmathevet.co.uk) 

The Saturday Humane Education Group were thrilled to have Emma 
as a guest, and testimony to the value of our efforts, she commented 
“Rarely have I been so moved as when the children assembled in 
the shade and presented with Lady Grey, were asked what she 
needed, the first answer was ‘respect’ and the second was for 
‘someone to love her’.  There was a big lump in my throat.” 

    
Emma Milne with Beau-tie (from S.Robinson-IFAW and 

www.emmathevet.co.uk ) 
On the value of animal welfare in the presence of the human 
suffering and the HIV AIDS pandemic, Emma echoed core values of 
CLAW when she commented “The bond between animals and 
humans is really important, particularly if you have little or nothing.  
There was a small child in Soweto who’d lost all his family to HIV.  
When he went begging, he shared everything 50/50 with his cat, 
which was the only thing he had.  We constantly encountered 
children whose family was their pet.” 

 
S.Robinson-IFAW 

(www.ifaw.org.ifaw/general/default.aspx?oid=226213) 
We eagerly look forward to Emma’s next visit! 
In the meantime, be sure not to miss her first book “The Truth about 
Dogs and Cats”, where this very special lady’s love and passion for 
animals and appreciation of the special bond we share with them, 
coupled with her vast experience, compelled her to explore the 
modern trade in pedigree dogs and cats, and the often hidden health 
problems, leading to great heartache. 
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Love is such a hard thing to define …  How do you love your dog or 
cat, and do they love you? 
 
Jeffrey Masson’s book “Dogs never lie about Love” makes an 
interesting exploration into the emotional lives of dogs. 
“The feeling world of dogs is suffused with innocence, purity and lack 
of self-deception, something that dogs have in common with 
children.” 
And he also observes “Love for a dog during childhood is one of the 
deepest and purest emotions we are ever likely to have, and it 
remains with us for the rest of our lives.  For some people, their first 
experience of love is with a dog.  The fact that the dog returns the 
love so fiercely, so openly, so un-ambivalently, is for many children a 
unique and lasting experience.” 
He also quotes Charles Kingsley, 19th century Cambridge scholar 
and storyteller, who wrote “I took her, my dog, for my teacher, and 
obeyed her, for she was wiser than I, and she led me back, the poor 
dumb beast, like a God-sent, and God-obeying angel, to human 
nature, to mercy, to self-sacrifice, to belief, to worship, to pure and 
wedded love.” 
 
 
In essence, their love is pure, intense, and unconditional, and this is 
never more poignantly felt, than when they leave us … 
 
 

��� �������������	�
���������������	�
���������������	�
���������������	�
����� ������� ������
���������
���������
���������
������� ���
����

������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���
����
��������������
��������������
��������������
������������
� ��
���
���
�����

�������
����������������������
����������������������
����������������������
���������������� ���
�����
�����������������������
�����������������������
�����������������������
������������������� ���

����
������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���
�������
���������������������
���������������������
���������������������
������������������� ���

������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���
����

 ��������������
�����
��� ��������������
�����
��� ��������������
�����
��� ��������������
�����
���� ���
!�����������������
�
��!�����������������
�
��!�����������������
�
��!�����������������
�
��� ���

������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���

��������������������
�"
��������������������
�"
��������������������
�"
��������������������
�"� ���

����
����������������������������������
�
�������
�
�������
�
�������
�
�� ���

����������������

��������������������

��������������������

��������������������

����� ���
������������

����������������������������

����������������������������

����������������������������

����������������� ���
��������������������������"��������������������������"��������������������������"��������������������������"� ���

����
 

 
���
�
���������������������	�����#�����������

���� �������
����
�
���������������������	�����#�����������

���� �������
����
�
���������������������	�����#�����������

���� �������
����
�
���������������������	�����#�����������

���� �������
�

���
�������
�
����������
�������
�
����������
�������
�
����������
�������
�
������������������������

���������"�����������������

���������"�����������������

���������"�����������������

���������"  ����
 
 
 

���������!���	�
���	����	
������������	
�

�������� �����
��	����	���	����������	�����������������	���
�	���� �
�


������  
 

���
��������������
Whilst we do not regularly see many cases of deliberate cruelty, we 
do sometimes see the products of poverty and misinformation.  Over 
the past few months we have seen more than our fair share.  It is 
CLAW’s primary objective to address these issues through 
education, sterilisation, and primary healthcare in impoverished 
communities. 

���     
This dog, featured in our January newsletter, was burnt over the 
festive season by fireworks, and came home with her coat on fire.  
After treatment, she is now back at home and happy! 

       
Sheba was also burnt, either by acid or hot oil.  Upon revisiting we 
found that all her hair has grown back and she is back to being a 
happy and loved part of the family. 

 
Beau-Tie’s owner went to work in Rustenburg, leaving him in the 
care of tenants.  Clearly he was not fed enough and ate one of the 
neighbour’s chickens.  To punish him they put a wire around his neck 
and tied him up, which he resisted, doing considerable damage to 
his neck.  His owner brought him to our mobile clinic when he 
returned, and he will be looking for a new home once he is well. 

 
This dog had been tied to a chain for many years, weighing only 
19kg when he arrived, when he should have weighed closer to 30kg.  
He became very affectionate after his first few meals, and very 
jealous of the other dogs getting any attention.  Sadly his immune 
system was severely depressed and he contracted kennel cough 
and serious respiratory complications, which a healthy dog would 
have survived. 

 
Lady Grey was found being chased off with stones by a group of 
kids.  Greyhounds are kept for hunting, and it seems she had lost her 
way.  She was extremely emaciated, just some skin pulled over a 
skeleton.  After some medication and food, she was feeling a bit 
better, but spent a lot of time resting.  Sadly she also contracted the 
kennel cough and wasn’t strong enough to fight off the infection. 
 
When an animal is poorly nourished, the body starts using the 
muscles for energy.  All the vitamins and essential minerals that 
allow the body to function normally and fight off infection are 
depleted.  Both dogs suffered extreme hunger and discomfort until 
they came to CLAW. 
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It is increasingly difficult to find homes for the many rescued, 
abandoned, and unwanted animals.  Welfares and Shelters are 
flooded with unwanted and abandoned animals, especially over 
holiday periods, as it is just too easy to get rid of the old and get cute 
new puppies and kittens from the many pet shops around.  There are 
simply not enough homes for an infinite number of animals, and the 
importance of sterilising companion animals cannot be over-
emphasised. 
Many of the problems encountered by Welfares are directly related to 
over-population, which is why sterilisation of companion animals is 
one of the cornerstones of the work CLAW performs in impoverished 
communities. 
Please love them enough to have them “fixed” so that you don’t add 
to the problem, and help us to help those who don’t have the means. 
 
 
Our sincere thanks to everybody who tries so hard to help find 
homes for our orphans – it is much appreciated, most of all by them! 
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Strawberry Love Muffins (courtesy of IDA) 
Share the veggie love with these delicious cholesterol-free 
Strawberry Muffins! 
Ingredients : 
1 ½ cups all-purpose flour 
½ cup granulated sugar 
1 tsp. baking powder 
1 tsp. baking soda 
¼ tsp. salt 
¾ cup plain soymilk 
1/3 cup vegetable oil 
1 tsp. vanilla extract 
1 cup frozen strawberries, thawed and sliced 
Directions : 
Preheat your oven to 375 deg.F and grease twelve muffin tins. 
Mix together the first five dry ingredients in a large bowl. 
Gently stir in the soymilk, oil, and vanilla, but be careful not to over 
mix. 
Fold in thawed strawberries and pour the batter into your prepared 
muffin tins, ¾ of the way to the top. 
Bake for 15-20 minutes, until a toothpick inserted into the centre of a 
muffin comes out clean;  let muffins sit for 10 minutes or more before 
removing them from the pan. 
Makes: 12 
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Also not the usual, a tale of long distance love!  Debbie Campbell, a lovely Vet from the USA who visited CLAW and CARE on a working 
holiday, became so invested in two desperately sad little puppies, that she took them back home to the States with her!  One had badly 
crooked little front legs, and the other she nursed through a severe prolapse, and the owners did not have the means to nurse her and 
prevent another prolapse.  Enter Debbie’s friend Lana Mendelsohn, a professional photographer, in Boston USA, whose precious Briard, Otis, 
had recently passed away :- 
 “When she arrived back from SA I went to greet her … she handed me one of the puppies she had brought back!!! 
At first I was reluctant as I was sooo bereft over losing my precious Otis, but she said ‘keep her for the night and bring her 
back in the am!!!..’.  Well, of course that never happened, I took her home, gave her a bath, and she took one look at the 
lovely pillows and duvet, and put her head down, and slept through the night like a little angel!!!  Neither of us have ever 
looked back, she is now fully grown, 32lbs and the cutest, most precious, perhaps the most spoilt!!! dog in the universe…  So 
that is the story of my little Simba!!!” 
Lana’s Mom, who lives in Cape Town then took ill, and while she was here for an extended stay, she left Simba in the care of a friend, and 
sent this update :- 
“Terrie wrote me that if they forget to give her the evening snack (she has gastric reflux so has to have a snack late at night!) 
she jumps over the gate and rushes up to their bedroom to remind them!!!, then runs back down to the kitchen where she 
sleeps with their dog Zeke … shame, no feather bed for now!, but she has her own bed and blankie with her …” 

          
                           Simba and friend Shadow                                    Simba and the grasshopper!                         In loving memory of Otis 

(If you have adopted an animal from CLAW, you are invited to send a brief “Happy Tail” together with a photo to KathyW7@gmail.com for 
inclusion in a future newsletter) 
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Lovely, well-socialised, special Dogs looking for good homes :- 

      
Princess and Chloe, two very special girls, 

playful medium size adult females  Princess has a silly sense of 
humour and Chloe loves to swim! 

 
Missy – sweet medium size adult female – plays with the other dogs 

like a puppy! 

 
Jack – sterilised male about 8 months old – he arrived with wounds 
around his neck from being tied up with wire and was quite fearful, 
but with lots of love he is fast becoming a handsome, playful, and 

good natured you man! 

 
Shadow – sterilised female about 3 years old – sweet, loving little 

shadow that follows you around! 
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Lovely, well-socialised, special Dogs looking for good homes :- 

 
Terrence came to us with bilary and in such poor condition that we 
thought he was an old man and would die.  His neck spoke of being 
chained, his bones spoke of being starved, and his character spoke 
of never having affection.  He is in huge need of lots of hugs, and 
now his body and his soul are healing, and we see that jumps 
around like the baby that he really is! 

 
 

Lovely felines also looking for good homes :- 

    
Adults, Midnight – a little shy and needs lots of affection, and Eclipse 

– extremely affectionate and speaks all the time! 

    
Gorgeous Kittens – 1 brown and white long hair, 3 black, and 3 

tuxedo – all very frustrated with being in the CLAW cages for so long 
– “please give us somewhere nice to play!” 
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Contact Liz Roodt, CLAW Clinic Manager, on 011-763-1 638 or 072-326-3480 if you are 
interested in adopting any of these deserving orpha ns 

 
From Muttscomics.com 

   
(Aspiring artists and cartoonists, send your animal related submissions to KathyW7@gmail.com for possible future inclusion) 
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Often we barely notice things we see every day, such as wild animals being used as props in the media, mainly to display inferior intellect, 
feeding the every-hungry monster of consumerism. 
Be mindful that these animals belong in the wild, and voice your displeasure at wild animals being exploited in the media.  Primates in 
particular are regularly exploited for this purpose – case in point the OMO advert with the Orang-utan and the HI-Q adverts with the 
Chimpanzees.  Many are threatened species, and we have no business removing them from their natural habitats for our amusement. 
 
Consider the following :- 
 

�  Primates have specific behavioural, emotional, and physical needs.  Captive environments cannot ever provide for all the needs 
and desires of Chimpanzees or other exotic and wild animals. 

�  The use of animals as “entertainers” removes animals from their natural habitat;  deprives them of the ability to freely engage in 
instinctual behaviours; often involves cruel training methods;  desensitizes both children and adults to animal mistreatment;  and 
does not adequately address the real conservation threats that face animals in the wild. 

�  Forcing Chimpanzees to perform tricks for profit or amusement is degrading to the individuals involved, and not in the best interest 
of that animal. 

�  The future of Chimpanzees and other exotic animals used in the entertainment industry is uncertain once the individual is no longer 
deemed “useful” or profitable to the industry.  Many of them are left to languish in deplorable conditions or are abandoned. 

�  Portraying Chimpanzees as comic relief in advertisements promotes the use of Chimps and other exotic animals in similar 
manners.  It also fosters the belief by people who may not take the time to consider this issue more deeply, that it is somehow ok to 
treat animals in this disrespectful and exploitive way. 

�  By their very nature, exotic animals are unpredictable and are incapable of being domesticated or fully tamed.  This means that 
regardless of how these animals are raised, they will always be potentially dangerous to anyone who comes in direct contact with 
them.  (NOTE:  The same holds true for keeping these animals as pets.) 

�  With the availability of amazingly realistic video technology and animation today, there is absolutely no need to subject animals 
such as Chimpanzees to exploitive uses such as this, or to expose members of the public to the potential danger these animals 
pose. 
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We are truly grateful for the help and assistance provided by so many 
kind and caring individuals and Companies.  Amongst others, we are 
particularly grateful to :- 

 Elzhet Robbertse, Roxanne Klopper, and staff at KOPBM for 
blankets, steel feeding bowls, collars and leads. 

 Jacky Wrighton and The Andy Fund for dry and tinned dog 
food, black bags and dog treats. 

 Nadine Labuschagne of Plush Pets for cat and dog flea collars. 
 Southcomm Africa for paper roller towel and wet wipes. 
 Leanne Bromfield for 2 bags of toys. 
 Sue Carter and staff at Virbac for 90 doses of dog vaccine. 
 Lion’s Club Roodepoort for 8 tins of paint for the Clinic. 
 Sipho Nyambi – Dept. of Agriculture Veterinary section, for 150 

doses of rabies vaccine. 
 Sarah Harrison for stationery for Anna’s kids. 
 Nicola Johnston for boys clothing & sporting equipment. 
 Tom & Heidi Shamrock for clothing. 
 Generous and welcome donations, which enable us to do 

more, from : Southcomm Africa, Savannah Commodities, Sue 
Brown and staff at Supercare, Taryn Bartlett, Jackie Watson, 
Joanne Bissett, Stacey Elliot, and a few name unknown 
donations! 

If anybody can assist with any of these items, we would be most grateful.  
Kindly contact Liz to arrange delivery/collection :- 

 Generator / Inverter! 
 Portable rechargeable lamps! 
 Black Bags 
 Microwave for the Clinic Kitchen 
 Dog Food (dry and tins) 
 Kennels for redistribution 
 Washing Powder (auto toploader) 
 Bleach 
 Clothing and shoes 
 Food parcels (sugar, maize, tea, rice, tin food) 

 

 
Donations are welcome, and help us to help many / T hank You for your support! 

Banking details :- 
Community Led Animal Welfare 
NEDBANK, FLORIDA, BRANCH 190541 
A/C : 1905 125 232 

Registered as a non profit organization 
007-416 NPO 
P.O. Box 546, Florida, 1710 
TEL: 011-763-1638 

 


